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OCPS Distance Learning Packet 

Grade 4 ELA 

Weeks of Monday, May 18th and 25th 

Day Standard Instructions 

Monday Research Writing (W.3.7) 

(W.3.8) Draw on information from multiple 

print or digital sources 

● Read and review the skills slides.

● Break down the writing prompt.

● Determine a purpose for reading and writing

Tuesday Research Writing 

Draw on information from multiple print or 

digital sources 

Determine the meaning of words or phrases 

● Review the skills slides.

● Read and annotate Source One: Searching the

Wetlands for Last Remaining Nutria in Maryland

● Answer the questions to determine the meaning of

words.

Wednesday Research Writing 

Draw on information from multiple print or 

digital sources 

Describe the overall structure of information 

● Review the skills slides.

● Reread Source One: Searching the Wetlands for Last

Remaining Nutria in Maryland

● Answer the questions to describe the structure of

information.

Thursday Research Writing 

Determine the meaning of words or phrases 

Describe the overall structure of information 

● Review the previous skills slides.

● Read and annotate Source Two: Fish Swimming

Through Electric Fence  Supposed to Protect the

Great Lakes

● Answer questions to practice skills.

Friday Research Writing 

(W.1.2) Develop the topic with facts, 

definitions, and details. 

(W.1.2) Introduce and develop a topic 

insightfully, logically grouping information 

and illustrations together in paragraphs 

● Collect information from both sources to help you

complete the evidence table.

● Create Controlling and Main Ideas

● Plan your news report using a graphic organizer.

Tuesday Research Writing ● Write your news report.

● Edit and revise your essay.

Wednesday Research Writing ● Final revisions

● Present your report

Daily: Read a book of your choice for 30 minutes. 

**If your student needs assistance with any of the content presented in these lessons, 
please contact their teacher. All Orange County Public School teachers are committed 
to supporting our students throughout this distance learning experience. Thank you 
for all that you do to maintain a strong School/Home connection! 
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Monday 
Review : We will be completing a mini-research project where you will research a topic, collect and 
organize information from two texts, and write a news report to present to others. You can preview 
the news report on the last page of this packet. In order to write a news report, we need to integrate 
information from multiple texts through research. 

When we conduct research, we are  attempting to answer a question or solve a problem by 

locating information about the topic. We may use articles, books, websites, and even 

interviews with experts to inform our research.  

2



Before you begin research, you must determine your focus. Considering the following 

questions: 

● What topic  will be researched?

● What question about the topic is to be answered?

You may answer these questions after unpacking the writing prompt and determining your 

purpose for reading and writing. 

Review the following slide. Unpack the writing prompt, list the skills and knowledge you will need to 

successfully complete your research, and then determine your purpose for reading and writing.

Let’s determine the focus for our research by answering the following questions: 

What topic will be researched? 

What question about the topic is to be answered? 
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Tuesday 
Review Context Clues 

Context clues are “hints” the author includes in a text to help us understand the meaning of a 

word or phrase. When determining word meanings, the type of context clues used will help us 

determine how we can determine the meaning of a word. 
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Review: When we determine the meaning of these words, there are several strategies that we can use. The 
first strategy is to use context clues, which I know we have done a lot with this year. Remember context clues 
are clues in the sentences in a text that will give hints about the meaning of a word or phrase.  Another 
strategy is to use affixes and root words to help us break down and determine the meaning of a word.  By 
identifying word parts such as re-, pre-, dis-, -ful, and -ment I can determine the meaning. 

After reading and annotating the text, answer the following questions: 
What is the meaning of the word monitoring as used in the section “How They Got 
Here”? 

That's after a period of monitoring to make sure new nutria do not sneak in. 

What is the meaning of the word conservation as used in the section “Environment 
Comes First”? 

How can killing animals be considered conservation? 

What is the meaning of the phrase largely responsible as it is used in the section 
“The Damage is Done”?  

A study in the 1990s proved that the nutria were largely responsible. 
Ⓐ Not because of them at all
Ⓑ Mostly because of them
Ⓒ Larger than other animals
Ⓓ A large part of the bay area
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Searching the wetlands for the last
remaining nutria in Maryland

Nutria are rodents native to South America that were brought to Maryland for their fur. The state is in the last stages of

eradicating them because of the way they destroy marshes. Amanda Salvucci/Capital News Service/MCT 

WICOMICO RIVER, Md. — In the office of the team that is trying to get rid of Maryland's

beaver-like nutria, there is a large whiteboard. The board has names and numbers on it.

They’re bets about how many nutria the team will find in the marshes of the Wicomico

River.

“The people that guessed 90, 70, 120, they’ve already lost,” said Stephen Kendrot, the

team's leader.

It was a gray April afternoon, and the nutria project leader was coming back from a site in

Quantico, Md. There, four of his trappers were roaming the Wicomico River in boats. They

had killed about 120 nutria there so far.

The river is the site of the final battle in their effort to get rid of the animals. Nutria means

otter in Spanish. Kendrot describes them as “a 20-pound rat with a scaly tail and buck

teeth.”

By Capital News Service, adapted by Newsela staff on 05.04.14 

Word Count 732 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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The Damage Is Done

The nutria have destroyed thousands of acres of the state’s wetlands over the past 40

years. It has taken longer than expected, but the state is almost free of them.

Led by Kendrot, the project has cleared marshes up and down the state over the last 12

years. On the Wicomico River, Kendrot’s team is after the last remaining colony.

The nutria feed on the roots of marsh plants. That cuts up the root mat, which holds the

marsh together. Water can then flush in and out with the tide, damaging the root mat. The

marsh begins to sink. Eventually, the wetlands turn to ponds.

The open water has little value to fish and wildlife that rely on the wetlands. And it can’t

support plants and trees that could provide new places to live.

Marshes also stop poisons from draining to the bay. They even trap some carbon dioxide,

said Doug Myers. He is a scientist at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

The wetlands in the Chesapeake region have lost more marsh than most other wetlands

around the world, Kendrot said. A study in the 1990s proved that the nutria were largely

responsible.

How They Got Here

The nutria were brought to the United States from South America in the 1940s. People

planned to sell their fur. The nutria have set up colonies in states throughout the Southeast

and Pacific Northwest. In Louisiana, the nutria population reached 20 million in 20 years.

The problem there is now too large to get rid of.

The team is confident it can get rid of the nutria in Maryland.

They use GPS and mapping technology that Kendrot says sets the program apart. They

are using new approaches to help them track, trap and kill the nutria. The team has also

collected a huge amount of information about the creatures.

The team caught 5,000 nutria at the Blackwater Wildlife Refuge in the first year of trapping

and in nearby private lands, Kendrot said. It’s now been two and a half years since a nutria

was spotted at the refuge.

To date, the team has killed more than 13,000 nutria in Maryland. There are probably

between 200 and 500 nutria remaining in the area, Kendrot said. They don’t expect to

catch the last one, but rather to get the number so low that the remaining few die off.

The team will finish the first round of trapping by the end of 2014. However, they won’t

declare the state officially nutria free until 2017. That's after a period of monitoring to make

sure new nutria do not sneak in.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Environment Comes First

In some areas, the marsh recovered completely after the team removed the nutria there.

But there are other places that can never fully recover.

Though the environment is more important than the nutria, Myers, the scientist, wished the

dead animals didn’t go to waste.

“There are lots of good uses for nutria, including the meat and the furs," he said. "We think

they’re cute and cuddly.”

But there is no market for nutria fur or meat. It would cost a lot and Wildlife Services

couldn’t ensure the safety of the meat for humans to eat, Kendrot said.

Not everybody agrees with his line of work, but Kendrot said it is justified when looked at

from an environmental point of view.

“It’s a hard leap for some people to make. How can killing animals be considered

conservation? But the project isn’t to kill nutria. It’s to save the marsh,” Kendrot said.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Wednesday 

Review: Think about the overall structure of events, ideas, concepts, or information in 
a text or a part of a text. When we think about the overall structure, we are often 
referring to text structure, or how the author organized the text in a way that is easy to 
read and understand. There are several text structures that authors use to organize 
their writing that are listed and explained in the slide above.  

Important reminder: We can see each of these structures within events within a text, 
but they may not be the overall structure of the text. For example, we might have a text 
that is focused on problem and solution with the problem being that an animal is going 
extinct. The solution could be putting the animal on the endangered species list so it is 
protected. The whole text discusses how the animal is going extinct and how they are 
trying to save it. Within this text, we might see cause and effect relationships, for 
instance, people moving into the area, building houses, and reducing their area to live. 
We see a cause and effect relationship in that people are moving in and the effect is 
that the animal is losing area to live and dying. However, our overall structure of the 
text is still focused on problem and solution.  
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Answer the following questions based on the text Searching the Wetlands for Last 
Remaining Nutria in Maryland. 

Part A: What is the structure of the section “How They Got There”? 
Ⓐ Chronological/Sequential
Ⓑ Compare and Contrast
Ⓒ Problem and Solution
Ⓓ Cause and Effect

Part B: Explain your answer to Part A. 

Part A: What is the overall structure of Searching the Wetlands for Last Remaining 
Nutria in Maryland?  
Ⓐ Chronological/Sequential
Ⓑ Compare and Contrast
Ⓒ Problem and Solution
Ⓓ Cause and Effect

Part B: Explain your answer to Part A. 
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Thursday 
Review the skills slides from Monday - Wednesday. Then, read and 
annotate source two and use the text to answer the following questions. 

What does the phrase spotty track record mean in the section “Some Carp Getting 
Through” from the text Fish Swimming Through Electric Fence Supposed to 
Protect Great Lakes? 

The electric fence "already had a spotty track record,” he said. 

What is the meaning of the word current in the section “Fence Isn’t Stopping Fish”? 

The bubble is free of the electrical current that's supposed to stop the fish. 

What is the overall structure of the text Fish Swimming Through Electric Fence 
Supposed to Protect Great Lakes? 
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Fish swimming through electric fence
supposed to protect Great Lakes

The Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal is a navigation corridor for goods such as coal, fuel, grains and ores. It also has

become a superhighway for invasive species. Gary Porter/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel/MCT 

MILWAUKEE — The electric fence on the Chicago shipping canal is the last thing stopping

a type of dangerous fish from getting into Lake Michigan. It just has one problem: Fish can

swim through it.

The dangerous fish are called Asian carp. They are a problem because they eat lots of

plants and other fishes. The government is trying to prevent them from getting into the

Great Lakes. If they get in, they could do great damage.

The canal connects the Great Lakes to the Illinois River. The Illinois River then connects to

the Mississippi River.

Part of the canal is electrified to stop the fish. However, a report by the U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service revealed that fish can be transported across

the fence. They get trapped in the wake, or wave, made by shipping barges when they go

through the water. And that wave pulls the fish through the fence and into Lake Michigan.

By Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, adapted by Newsela staff on 01.06.14 

Word Count 714 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Fence Isn't Stopping Fish

The study also showed that the metal barges can suck electricity out of the water as they

go through the fence zone. That creates a moving “bubble” of water. The bubble is free of

the electrical current that's supposed to stop the fish.

The study also found that small fish are not always stopped by the electrical current in the

water. The Army Corps put a camera put into the canal near the fence to check. It regularly

captured schools of fish swimming through the fence.

In 2011, the Army Corps increased the power of the fence's electricity. It had been

concerned that the fence was too weak to stop small fish. The Corps thought that the

higher electricity would be strong enough to stop all sizes of fish.

The camera told a different story. Crews dropped it in the water 72 different times. Each

time it captured 10 minutes of video. Entire schools of fish were recorded swimming

through the fence. Of those 72 samples, the fish made it past the fence six out of every 10

times they tried.

However, the fish weren't believed to be Asian carp.

Government officials do not believe Asian carp are getting past the fence yet. The report

said that adult Asian carp are not nearby. The closest were about 55 miles from Lake

Michigan. Also, no small Asian carp have been seen closer than 131 miles from the Great

Lake.

Some Carp Getting Through?

Yet, water samples have been taken near the fence. And they've been taken in parts of the

canal on the Lake Michigan side of the fence. They show something different. The samples

have regularly shown up Asian carp DNA during the past four years. DNA contains the

codes for the cells in animals bodies. It tells cells what to do.

There was a poisoning of the canal in the area around the fence in 2009. Afterwards, the

body of a single Asian carp turned up.

The new study may lead to changes in the use of barges. It might also affect how the

fence operates. Safety is also a big concern. The electrified section of canal is about 30

miles downstream from Lake Michigan, in a suburb of Chicago. Some barges traveling

through it carry materials that could catch on fire. And sparks could fly between barges.

The findings in the report are still fairly new, said Felicia Y. Kirkseyv. She's an expert in

invasive fish for the Army Corps in Chicago. She said they're going to do more studying

"and work with the barge community and the Coast Guard to see how we can move

forward.”

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Supporters of the Great Lakes want the canal physically plugged. They say it's necessary

to stop Asian carp from swimming between the Great Lakes and Mississippi basin. Such a

project, however, would need significant upgrades in Chicago’s water system.

Josh Mogerman works for the Natural Resources Defense Council. It's a group that tries to

protect nature. He said the problems with the electric fence prove that the government has

to find a real fix for the Asian carp problem.

The electric fence "already had a spotty track record,” he said. The report showed that a

physical barrier, or wall, is the only way to stop the “dangerous critters,” he said.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Friday 

Today we will use our annotations to collect and organize text evidence, create a controlling 
idea, and create main idea statements to guide the creation of our news report.  

Review the writing prompt below. 

Step #1:  Collect and organize related information from the texts. 

● Your evidence should provide details related to the writing prompt (ways invasive species
impact the environment they inhabit).

● As you select your evidence, start to think about the similarities in the evidence. Think,
How does this evidence lead you to a main idea? Will the evidence support the main idea you
are considering?

○ Consider what the author wanted you, the reader, to understand about invasive species.

Sort your evidence into the evidence table below. Be sure to list evidence that shows the impacts 
of the invasive species such as nutria and Asian Carp on the environment they inhabit.  

Source One: Searching the Wetlands for Last 

Remaining Nutria in Maryland 

Source Two: Fish Swimming Through Electric 

Fence  Supposed to Protect the Great Lakes  
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Step #2: Write your controlling idea. 

● Controlling Idea =  Topic + Point
● Remember a controlling idea provides the overall focus. It will be your news report

headline.
○ Think: How can you draw reader’s attention to the impact the invasive species is having

on the environment they inhabit?

Write your controlling idea below. 

Step #3: Write your main idea statement(s). 

● Main Idea =  Topic + Point
● Remember, a main idea statement provides an answer or reason for the prompt and the

controlling idea.
○ We already determined that we need to explain the impact of invasive species.

Therefore, both of your main idea statements might present one of the ways they
impact the environment where they live.

○ As you create your main idea statements, think: What similarities can you find in our
text evidence across both sources?

■ Consider looking at your evidence table and circling evidence that discuss one
similar impact and putting a box around evidence that discusses a second impact
on the environment they inhabit.

Try to create at least two main ideas based on your evidence . Remember these should be 
consistent with your controlling idea statement, but a little more specific. Then, fill in the planning 
page with your controlling idea, main ideas, and sorted evidence.  
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Use the space below to begin planning your news report with a graphic organizer of your choice. Be sure to 
organize your evidence based on the main idea statements and start to think about how you can elaborate on 
your evidence. 

Controlling Idea: 

Main Idea 1: 

Evidence: 

Main Idea 2: 

Evidence: 

17



Tuesday 
Use the template below to write your news report.  Be sure to elaborate on your evidence by further 

explaining how the evidence demonstrates an impact of invasive species. Your elaboration may also include a 

prediction of what may happen in the future if the invasive species continues to have these impacts.  
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Wednesday 

Directions: Complete a self-check to edit and revise your news report. Then prepare your 
presentation!  

Congratulations!! Thank you for all of your hard work! 
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